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• protections of individual 
freedoms

• protecting the rights of 
the accused

• protecting other rights

• protecting all Americans

As American citizens, we 
have many rights. List 
some of the rights that are 
important to you.

“The rights of persons, and the rights of property, 
are the objects, for the protection of which Government 
was instituted.”

James Madison, Fourth President of the United States 
and writer of the Bill of Rights
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Why We Have the Bill of Rights 
and Other Amendments

As discussed in the previous lesson about our Constitution, 
the founders of the United States believed that protecting 
individual rights and providing for the safety and well-being 
of citizens were important purposes of government. During 
the struggle to get states to ratify the Constitution, many 
representatives criticized it for giving the government too 
much power. To answer this criticism, the framers agreed 
to add a Bill of Rights as soon as the new government was 
established. The Constitution might not have been ratifi ed 
had the Bill of Rights not been promised. Added in 1791, the 
10 amendments in the Bill of Rights place strict limits on how 
the national government can use its power over the people. 
The Bill of Rights protects our civil liberties—the freedoms 
we have to think and act without government interference or fear 
of unfair treatment.

Protections of Individual Freedoms

The Bill of Rights spells out basic rights that are protected 
under our form of government. These rights fall into four 
main categories: individual freedoms, rights of people accused 
of crimes, protecting other rights, and fi nally, protecting all 
Americans. The fi rst area we will discuss is our protections 
of individual freedoms.
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• civil liberties

• censorship

• extracurricular

• petition

• slander

• libel

• search warrant

• grand jury

• double jeopardy

• self-incrimination

• testimony

• due process

• eminent domain

• forfeited

• arms

• federalism

• socialism

• Quakers

• temperance

• poll taxes

• discrimination

• segregation

• civil rights

• affi rmative action

In the 20th century, the Bill of Rights has become something 
it never was in the 18th century. It is, perhaps, the most 
important single document protecting individual rights. 
The struggle to extend its protections to all Americans has 
taken more than 200 hundred years, however, and the 
struggle continues today. 

First Amendment Freedoms (1791)

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for 
a redress of grievances.

The First Amendment to the Constitution protects fi ve basic 
freedoms: freedom of religion, freedom of speech, freedom 
of the press, freedom of assembly, and freedom to petition 
the government. Sometimes referred to as the freedom of 
expression, this amendment protects an individual’s right 
to expression of deep convictions.

These civil liberties are the cornerstone of our democracy. 
They ensure that each of us can develop our own beliefs, 
express ourselves freely, meet openly with others, and have 
our views on public matters heard by those who govern 
(Figure 5.4).

Freedom of Religion

Intolerance of different beliefs in their homelands forced 
many colonists to come to America in the fi rst place. To 
safeguard religious freedom, the First Amendment prohibits 
Congress from establishing an offi cial religion in the United 
States. It protects the freedom of Americans to practice their 
faith as they wish or not to practice any religion at all. The 
government may not favor one religion over another or treat 
people differently because of their personal beliefs.
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The First Amendment says the government may not “establish” religion; this affects 
public schools. The Supreme Court has struck down teacher-led prayer in public 
schools because students are impressionable young people and they are a captive 
audience required by the state to attend school. The Supreme Court often emphasizes 
that schools be religious-neutral. This means that public schools may neither promote 
nor restrict religion. They also may not prefer one religion over another.

Freedom of Speech

In some countries, people can be jailed for criticizing the government or voicing 
unpopular ideas, even if they do so only in private conversations. In the United States, 
however, the First Amendment guarantees that we can say what is on our minds, in 
public or in private, without fear of punishment by the government.

First Amendment Freedoms

FIGURE 5.4

Freedom of Speech

© Pekchar/Fotolia.com

Freedom of the Press

© mstanley13/Fotolia.com

Freedom of Religion

© GVictoria/Fotolia.com

Freedom of Assembly

© Marko Cerovac/Fotolia.com

Freedom to Petition 
the Government

© Valeriy/Fotolia.com
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Face-to-face discussions, telephone conversations, lectures, and radio and TV broadcasts 
are covered by the guarantee of free speech; so are other forms of expression besides 
the spoken word. As interpreted by the Supreme Court, “speech” can mean Internet 
communication, art, music, or even clothing.

In 1965, for example, 13-year-old Mary Beth 
Tinker (Tinker v. Des Moines Independent 
School District) and two other students 
wore black armbands to school to mourn 
those who died in the Vietnam War. School 
authorities suspended them for wearing 
the armbands, and the teens eventually 
took their case to the Supreme Court. In its 
landmark 1969 decision, the Court ruled 
that the armbands were a form of speech 
protected by the First Amendment.

This Supreme Court ruling means that school 
offi cials may not silence student expression 
just because they dislike it. They must 
reasonably determine, based on evidence, 
that the student expression would lead to 
either substantial disruption of the school 
environment or an invasion of the rights of 
others. Read more about Tinker v. Des Moines 
Independent School District on page 480.

Freedom of the Press

The First Amendment allows Americans to express themselves in print as well as in 
speech. When the Bill of Rights was written, “the press” referred to printed publications 
such as books, newspapers, and magazines. Today the press includes many other 
sources of media, such as radio, television, social media, and Internet websites (Reno v. 
American Civil Liberties Union, 1997). Freedom of the press ensures that the American 
people are exposed to a wide variety of viewpoints. The government cannot practice 
censorship. Censorship includes banning printed materials or fi lms just because they 
contain alarming or offensive ideas. The government also cannot censor information 
before it is published or broadcast.

School safety is arguably the single most compelling interest of all communities. 
Therefore, courts have become increasingly respectful of school safety concerns. 
Within limits, public schools have discretion in enforcing speech codes, especially 
involving harassment and bullying. Such codes are provided to create a safe 
environment where all students are comfortable and free to learn.

The Bill of Rights guards against censorship.
© iQoncept/Fotolia.com

The Bill of Rights guards against censorship.
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Freedom of Assembly

The First Amendment protects our right to gather in groups for any reason, 
so long as the assemblies are peaceful. We have the right to attend meetings, 
parades, political rallies, and public celebrations. Governments may make rules 
about when and where such activities can be held, but they cannot ban them.

The Supreme Court has decided that freedom of assembly implies freedom 
of association. Therefore, the First Amendment also protects our right to form 
and join social clubs, political parties, labor unions, and other organizations. 
Even if we never assemble with fellow members, we have the right to belong 
to such groups.

If schools allow any other extracurricular groups such as Key Club, Interact, 
Speech, or Debate clubs, they must also allow religious, political, or social 
awareness clubs on campus. Extracurricular refers to groups or activities not 
considered as part of a normal school day or curriculum.

Thomas Jefferson was an outspoken 
supporter of Americans’ personal 
freedoms. In a letter to Colonel Edward 
Carrington, dated January 16, 1787, 
Jefferson wrote, “[W]ere it left to me 
to decide whether we should have 
a government without newspapers, 
or newspapers without a government, 
I should not hesitate a moment to 
prefer the latter.” In his lifetime, 
Jefferson took full advantage of the 
freedom of the press. He wrote and 
published dozens of articles and papers 
to express his views and to encourage 
his fellow citizens to think and act 
according to their beliefs.

Thomas Jefferson

© Daniel Watt/Fotolia.com© Daniel Watt/Fotolia.com
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Freedom to Petition the Government

Finally, the First Amendment guarantees 
all Americans the right to petition 
the government. A petition is simply 
a formal request. Often we use the word 
to refer to a specifi c kind of document—
a brief, written statement signed by 
hundreds or thousands of people. 
Even a simple letter or e-mail written 
by an individual, however, could be 
considered a petition.

The right to petition means the right 
to express one’s ideas to the government. 
If you want to complain about 
overcrowded schools, for example, or 
suggest that a skating park be built in 
your community, you can write to your 
elected representatives. If enough people 
express similar views, government 
leaders may take action.

Limits to First Amendment Freedoms

The Supreme Court has decided that compelling public interests—the safety and 
security of Americans—may justify limitations on our First Amendment freedoms. 
Freedom of speech, for example, does not include the right to endanger our 
government or other Americans. You do not have freedom to provoke a riot or other 
violent behavior. You are not free to speak or write in a way that immediately leads 
to criminal activities or efforts to overthrow the government by force.

Citizens should use their civil liberties responsibly, which means they should not 
interfere with the rights of others. For example, you are free to talk with your friends 
in the street, but you must not block traffi c. You may campaign for causes, but you 
may not disturb your neighbors with blaring loudspeaker broadcasts. You may criticize 
government offi cials, but you may not spread lies that harm a person’s reputation.

Spreading such lies is a crime called slander if the lies are spoken and libel if they 
are printed.

The First Amendment was never intended to allow Americans to do whatever they 
please. Unlimited freedom is not possible in a society of many people. The rights 
of one individual must be balanced against the rights of others and against the rights 
of the community. When there is a confl ict, the rights of the community often come 
fi rst. Otherwise, the society would break apart.

Many early colonists and immigrants throughout 
history came to the United States so they could freely 
practice religion.
© william87/Fotolia.com

Many early colonists and immigrants throughout 
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Background of the Case
Division over the war in Vietnam racked the nation during the 1960s. Millions of Americans 
agreed with the war, while many other millions disagreed. Protests occurred frequently. 
One night in December 1965, a group of public school students, led by high school 
sophomores Christopher Eckhardt and John Tinker and eighth grader Mary Beth Tinker, 
planned their own protest. They decided to wear black armbands to school as silent 
expressions of mourning for deaths on both sides of the war. As other students joined the 
armband protest, principals and members of the school board met the growing protest 
with a ban on armbands—to prevent “disturbing infl uences.”

On December 16, 1965, Christopher, John, and Mary Beth were suspended for wearing 
their armbands to school. Their parents protested the suspensions in federal courts. 
They contended the students’ First Amendment free speech rights had been violated.

The Decision
On February 24, 1969, the United States Supreme Court, in a 7–2 decision, declared the 
school suspensions unconstitutional. Justice Abe Fortas, who wrote the majority opinion, 
fi rst established the students’ action was “akin to pure speech.” Even though their protest 
involved no speaking, it deserved “protection under the First Amendment.” He wrote, 
“It can hardly be argued that either students or teachers shed their constitutional rights 
to freedom of speech or expression at the schoolhouse gate.”

Why It Matters
Supporters saluted the decision. Critics predicted harmful consequences. Dissenter Justice 
Hugo Black suggested the Court’s decision was “the beginning of a new revolutionary era 
or permissiveness in this country fostered by the judiciary.” He argued that no one has a 
complete right to freedom of speech and expression. 

Tinker v. Des Moines Independent Community School District

Courtesy of United States Courts/www.uscourts.govCourtesy of United States Courts/www.uscourts.gov
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Protecting the Rights of the Accused

The First Amendment freedoms you have just read about are among our most 
important civil liberties. Equally precious, however, is the right to fair legal treatment. 
This is the subject of several amendments in the Bill of Rights.

Suppose someone accuses you of committing a crime. In some countries, government 
agents might ransack your home, drag you off to jail, beat you, and hold a trial without 
even letting you respond to the charges. In the United States, the Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, 
and Eighth Amendments help prevent such a scenario from occurring.

The Fourth Amendment (1791)

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against 
unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, 
but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affi rmation, and particularly describing 
the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized.

Searches and Seizures. During the years leading up to the American Revolution, 
tensions between England and the colonies were very high. The British Parliament, 
England’s legislative body, allowed British offi cers unlimited search and seizure 
authority of colonial property. Homes and businesses could be searched 
without warning.

The Fourth Amendment is an 
important safeguard against 
“unreasonable searches and 
seizures.” This amendment protects 
Americans from unlawful searches 
by the police. However, you, as 
a student, are not protected in 
the same way. In the case of New 
Jersey v. T.L.O., the Supreme Court 
ruled that the Fourth Amendment’s 
warrant requirement “is unsuited 
to the school environment.” 
The Constitution includes other 
amendments that protect the rights 
of Americans accused of crimes.

Are School Lockers Private?

© Andres Rodriguez/Fotolia.com© Andres Rodriguez/Fotolia.com
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The Fourth Amendment protects Americans “against unreasonable searches and 
seizures.” No soldier, government agent, or police offi cer can search your home or 
take your property without good cause.

However, if law enforcement offi cers believe you have committed a crime, they can 
ask a judge to issue a search warrant. A search warrant is a court order allowing law 
enforcement offi cers to search a suspect’s home or business and take specifi c items as evidence.

Judges do not give out search warrants readily. They must be convinced that a search 
will probably turn up evidence of criminal activity. If warrants were issued frivolously, 
the Fourth Amendment would give us little sense of security. Any time of the day 
or night, the police could invade our privacy and confi scate our possessions.

The Fifth Amendment (1791)

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on 
a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval 
forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of War or public danger; nor shall 
any person be subject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor 
shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived 
of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken 
for public use without just compensation.

Rights of the Accused. The Fifth Amendment protects the rights of people accused 
of crimes. It states that no one can be put on trial for a serious federal crime without 
an indictment, or formal charge. The charge is made by the grand jury, which is 
a group of citizens who make the indictment and review the evidence against the accused.

A person who is indicted is not necessarily guilty of a crime. An indictment simply 
indicates the grand jury’s belief that an individual may have committed a crime. This 
provision protects people from being brought to trial hastily and perhaps needlessly.

The Fifth Amendment also protects people from double jeopardy. This means that 
people who are accused of a crime and judged not guilty may not be put on trial again for 
the same crime.

In addition, the Fifth Amendment protects an accused person’s right to remain silent. 
Throughout history, innocent people have been threatened, tortured, or bullied into 
confessing to crimes they did not commit. To prevent this, the Fifth Amendment states 
that people cannot be forced to testify against themselves. This is called protection 
against self-incrimination, a speech or action that suggests your own guilt, especially during 
court testimony.  Testimony is the evidence that a witness gives in a court of law. This is why 
you may hear someone state in a courtroom that they “take the fi fth,” or you may hear 
them say “I refuse to answer on the grounds that it may incriminate me” or “make me 
appear guilty.” Figure 5.5 discusses the rights of the accused more.
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The Fifth Amendment goes on to say that no one may be denied life, liberty, or 
property “without due process of law.” Due process means following established legal 
procedures. It also includes the idea that the laws themselves must be reasonable.

Finally, the Fifth Amendment protects citizens’ property rights by limiting the 
government’s power of eminent domain. Eminent domain is the right of the government 
to take private property—usually land—for public use. For example, if your home lies in 
the path of a proposed highway, the government may legally take the land and destroy 
your house. Under the Fifth Amendment, however, the government must pay you 
a fair price for the property.

Rights of the Accused

FIGURE 5.5

©
 Junial Enterprises/Fotolia.com

©
 Junial Enterprises/Fotolia.com

• No trial may be held unless a person 
is formally charged, or indicted by 
a grand jury.

• A person found not guilty may not be 
put on trial again for the same crime.

• Accused persons may not be forced 
to testify against themselves.

• Every person is entitled to due 
process of law.

• No one may be deprived of their 
property by the government without 
compensation.

FIFTH AMENDMENT

✪«

✪«

✪«

✪«

✪«

SIXTH AMENDMENT

• The accused must be informed 
of the nature of the charges.

• The accused must be allowed 
a speedy and public trial by an 
impartial jury.

• If possible, the trial must be held in 
the area where the crime took place.

• The accused must be permitted to 
hear and question all witnesses.

• The accused is entitled to a lawyer 
and to call witnesses for his or 
her defense.

✪«

✪«

✪«

✪«

✪«
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The Sixth Amendment (1791)

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, 
by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, 
which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the 
nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to 
have compulsory process for obtaining Witnesses in his favor, and to have the assistance 
of counsel for his defence.

Criminal Proceedings. The Sixth Amendment gives additional due process rights to 
people accused of crimes. It requires that they be told the exact nature of the charges 
against them. It also guarantees them the right to a fair, speedy, public trial by jury, 
although they may ask to be tried by only a judge instead. If possible, the trial should 
be held in the same district where the crime took place. 

Accused individuals have the right to hear and question all witnesses against them. 
They must also be permitted to call witnesses in their own defense. Finally, they are 
entitled to have a lawyer. Since the Sixth Amendment was written, the Supreme Court 
has ruled that if an accused person cannot afford a lawyer, the government must 
provide one and pay his or her fees.

The Sixth and Seventh amendments refl ect the belief that a trial by jury is important 
if people have trust and confi dence in the law. The work of courts is open to public 
view and public participation. When people serve as jurors, they help to make sure 
that their fellow citizens are treated fairly. We’ll discuss the Seventh Amendment in 
more detail later in the lesson.

The Eighth Amendment (1791)

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fi nes imposed, nor cruel and unusual 
punishments infl icted.

Punishment for Crimes. Although the Sixth Amendment guarantees a speedy trial, 
sometimes months go by before a case can be heard. During that time, the accused 
may have two choices: stay in jail or remain free by paying bail. If the accused person 
comes to court for the trial, the bail is returned. If the person fails to appear, the bail 
is forfeited. Forfeited is when something is taken away as a penalty for breaking a contract.

The judge decides how much bail a person must pay, and may deny a request to pay 
bail. Judges consider various factors, including the type of crime committed, the record 
of the accused person, the likelihood that he or she will appear in court, and what he 
or she can afford. The Eighth Amendment, however, forbids “excessive” bail—that is, 
an amount that is much too high.
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addition, it forbids “cruel and unusual punishments.” For many years, Americans have 
debated what kinds of punishment are cruel and unusual. It is generally agreed that 
punishment should be in proportion to the crime committed. For example, a sentence 
of life imprisonment for stealing a loaf of bread would be too harsh. People disagree 
strongly, however, about whether the death penalty for very serious crimes is cruel and 
unusual punishment.

Protecting Other Rights

In addition to the First Amendment freedoms and due process guarantees, the Bill of 
Rights includes other protections for American citizens.

The Second Amendment (1791)

A well-regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the 
people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.

John Marshall, the fourth Chief Justice of the 
US Supreme Court, was a signifi cant infl uence 
in establishing the Supreme Court’s role in 
federal government as a center of power in 
determining how the Constitution, including 
the Bill of Rights and other amendments, is 
interpreted and applied. Marshall was Chief 
Justice of the United States, serving from 
February 4, 1801, until his death in 1835. The 
longest serving Chief Justice in Supreme Court 
history, Marshall played a signifi cant role in the 
development of the American legal system, 
especially in establishing that the courts have 
the power to strike down laws that violate 
the Constitution. One of his most memorable 
quotes is “The Constitution is colorblind, 
and neither knows nor tolerates classes 
among citizens.”

John Marshall (1755-1835)

Courtesy of www.capitol.govCourtesy of www.capitol.gov



CHAPTER 5  The Foundations of United States Citizenship486

Right to Possess Firearms. When this amendment was written, the American 
Revolution was fresh on the minds of citizens. Americans remember the important 
role that armed militias played in defeating the powerful British armies and 
gaining independence.

Throughout our history, Americans have debated the exact meaning guaranteed by 
the Second Amendment. Some argue that it provides only for each state to maintain 
“a well-regulated militia” by allowing the members of those militias to carry arms, 
or weapons equipping a person or army. When the Second Amendment was written, 
a militia was a small, local army made up of volunteer soldiers. Militias helped to 
win America’s war with Great Britain. 

Other people hold that the Second Amendment guarantees the right of all individual 
citizens to “keep and bear arms” without the interference of the government. The 
courts have generally ruled that the government can pass laws to control, but not 
prevent, the possession of weapons. For example, federal and state laws determine 
who can be licensed to own fi rearms.

Lawmakers continue to discuss the extent of our right to bear arms today. They also 
debate the kinds of gun regulations that may be necessary for public safety. 

The Third Amendment (1791)

No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent 
of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law. 

Housing of Troops. One cause of the American Revolution was the colonists’ 
resentment of the law requiring them to house and feed British soldiers. The Third 
Amendment makes it unlikely that Americans will ever be forced to shelter the 
military again. The amendment says that, in peacetime, soldiers may not move into 
private homes without the consent of the homeowner. In times of war, Congress 
must authorize the practice.

The Seventh Amendment (1791)

In Suits at common law where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, 
the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise 
reexamined in any Court of the United States, than according to the rules of common law.

Civil Trials. The Fifth, Sixth, and Eighth Amendments deal with people’s rights in 
criminal cases. The Seventh Amendment concerns civil cases—lawsuits that involve 
disagreements between people rather than crimes. If you were disputing a contract, 
for example, or claiming that a doctor had not treated you properly, you could initiate 
a civil suit.
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The Seventh Amendment permits jury trails in 
cases where there are confl icts over property or 
money, as long as the value in dispute is greater 
than twenty dollars. This is one reason why small 
claims courts were established. Small claims 
courts handle private disputes without tying up 
too many courtrooms. Each state places limits 
on the dollar amount that can be disputed.

The Ninth Amendment (1791)

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain 
rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage 
others retained by the people.

Powers of the People. The men who wrote the 
Bill of Rights realized that they could not spell 
out every right of the American people. The 
Ninth Amendment makes it clear that citizens 
have other rights beyond those listed in the 
Constitution. These unwritten rights are just as 
valuable and may not be taken away.

The right to privacy, for example, is not 
mentioned in the Constitution. However, the 
Supreme Court has drawn on the First, Fourth, 
Fifth, and Ninth Amendments to uphold this 
right. Because of these rulings, we enjoy privacy 
in our homes, confi dentiality in our medical and 
fi nancial records, and freedom from government 
interference in our personal choices regarding 
friends, families, and careers.

The Tenth Amendment (1791)

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it 
to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.

Powers of the States. The Constitution discusses certain powers of the national and 
state governments. Many other powers of government—such as the authority to set up 
schools and license lawyers—are not mentioned at all.

Under the Tenth Amendment, any powers the Constitution does not specifi cally give 
to the national government are reserved to the states or to the people. In this way, the 
Tenth Amendment prevents Congress and the president from becoming too strong. 
The government of the United States can have only the powers the people give it.

Then Federal District Judge Sonia Sotomayor of 
New York, now a member of the Supreme Court, 
issued the ruling that ended the professional 
baseball players’ strike in 1995. The Seventh 
Amendment states that the players could have 
settled their case by a jury trial. 
Courtesy of the US Supreme Court/www.supremecourt.gov

Then Federal District Judge Sonia Sotomayor of 
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As discussed in the previous lesson, the people who originally supported the 
Constitution called themselves Federalists. They chose this name to emphasize that 
the Constitution would create a system of federalism, a form of government in which 
power is divided between the federal, or national, government and the states.

Protecting All Americans

The Bill of Rights was passed to safeguard individual liberties. However, the rights 
guaranteed to all Americans have not always been applied equally and fairly. The 
Bill of Rights was intended originally to restrain only the national government. 
For many years, local and state governments were not bound by its terms. As a 
result, states sometimes used their reserved powers to pass laws that violated civil 
liberties. In most parts of the country, for example, women and African Americans 
could not vote to elect representatives in government. Before 1865, many states had 
laws that sanctioned and approved slavery for African Americans, who were treated 
as property and had no rights at all.

Gradually, however, the Bill of Rights came to cover all Americans equally and to 
limit government power at all levels. Additional amendments to the Constitution 
(Figure 5.6) and court rulings both played a part in this process.

Three amendments were passed after the Civil War ended in 1865 to extend civil 
liberties to African Americans. The promise of these Civil War amendments, as 
they are known, was not fulfi lled, however, for almost 100 years. Many states were 
slow to change their customs; some actively resisted. The federal government, 
including the Supreme Court, often seemed indifferent. Nonetheless, the Civil War 
amendments signaled a move toward greater equality.

William Lloyd Garrison

Even as a teenager, William Lloyd Garrison’s 
dedication to the abolition of slavery was 
apparent. As a newspaper apprentice, and 
later as the owner of his own newspapers, 
ending slavery was nearly his sole concern. 
In the fi rst edition of The Liberator, published 
in 1831, Garrison promised his readers, 
“I am in earnest—I will not equivocate—I will 
not excuse—I will not retreat a single inch—
AND I WILL BE HEARD.” Thirty-four years 
later came proof that Garrison’s words had 
been heard when the Thirteenth Amendment 
was passed.

C
ourtesy of the Library of C
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Constitutional Amendments 11 to 27

FIGURE 5.6

Amendment Date Purpose

11 1795 Removed cases in which a state was sued without its consent from the 
jurisdiction of the federal courts

12 1804 Required presidential electors to vote separately for president and 
vice president

13 1865 Abolished slavery and authorized Congress to pass legislation implementing 
its abolition

14 1868 Granted citizenship to all persons born or naturalized in the United States; 
banned states from denying any person life, liberty, or property without due 
process of law; and banned states from denying any person equal protection 
under the laws

15 1870 Guaranteed voting rights to African Americans by outlawing denial of the 
right to vote on the basis of race, color, or previous condition of servitude

16 1913 Empowered Congress to levy an income tax

17 1913 Provided for the election of US senators by direct popular vote instead of 
by state legislatures

18 1919 Authorized Congress to prohibit the manufacture, sale, and transportation 
of liquor

19 1920 Guaranteed the right to vote to women

20 1933 Shortened the time between a presidential election and inauguration by 
designating January 20 as Inauguration Day; set January 3 as the date for 
the opening of a new Congress

21 1933 Repealed the Eighteenth Amendment and empowered Congress to regulate 
the liquor industry

22 1951 Limited presidents to two full terms in offi ce

23 1961 Granted voters in the District of Columbia the right to vote for president and 
vice president

24 1964 Forbade requiring the payment of a poll tax to vote in a federal election

25 1967 Provided for succession to the offi ce of president in the event of death or 
incapacity and for fi lling vacancies in the offi ce of the vice president

26 1971 Guaranteed the right to vote to 18-year-olds

27 1992 Banned Congress from increasing its members’ salaries until after the 
next election

Amendments changing the powers of the national and state governments

Amendments changing the government structure or function

Amendments extending the suffrage and powers of voters
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The Thirteenth Amendment (1865)

Section 1

Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof 
the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any 
place subject to their jurisdiction.

Abolishment of Slavery. The Thirteenth Amendment offi cially outlawed slavery in 
the United States and thus freed thousands of African Americans. It also outlawed 
any sort of forced labor, except as punishment for a crime.

The Constitution now banned slavery. But the struggle of citizenship and voting 
rights had only just begun for African Americans. Freedom from slavery did not 
mean equality. For one thing, state governments still held the right to determine 
who could be a citizen of a state, and many states continued to deny citizenship 
to African Americans. Additionally, states passed “black codes” that kept African 
Americans from holding certain jobs, limited their property rights, and restricted 
them in other ways.

The Fourteenth Amendment (1868)

Section 1

All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction 
thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside. No State 
shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens 
of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, 
without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal 
protection of the laws.

Rights of Citizens. To prevent states from denying citizenship and other rights to 
African Americans, the Fourteenth Amendment was passed in 1868. It defi ned a 
United States citizen as anyone “born or naturalized in the United States,” a defi nition 
that included most African Americans. The amendment also required every state 
to grant its citizens “equal protection of the laws.” This clause has been extremely 
important. In recent years, it has been used to benefi t women, people with disabilities, 
and other groups whose rights have not always been protected fairly.

Another element of the Fourteenth Amendment forbids state governments from 
interfering with the “privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States.” 
Further, state governments may not take an individual’s “life, liberty, or property, 
without due process of law or equal protection of the law.” The intent of these 
provisions was to make the Bill of Rights binding for state governments as well as 
the federal government. This is called the nationalization of the Bill of Rights.
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For many years, however, the Supreme Court ignored this interpretation of the 
Fourteenth Amendment. Finally, in 1925, the Supreme Court ruled in Gitlow v. New York 
that the Fourteenth Amendment could safeguard free speech and a free press “from 
impairment by the states.” Benjamin Gitlow was a member of the American Socialist 
party, promoting immediate attempts to bring socialism to America, including the 
use of violence if needed. Socialism is a political system in which property and wealth 
are controlled by the citizens and evenly distributed.

Since the Gitlow case, the Supreme Court has used the Fourteenth Amendment to 
apply other rights in the Bill of Rights to the states. This “incorporation” of the Bill 
of Rights by the Fourteenth Amendment’s due process clause means that US citizens 
in every part of the country have the same basic rights. A string of later cases further 
extended the reach of the Bill of Rights. By the end of the 1960s, most protections 
in the Bill of Rights were considered to apply at the state level.

The Fifteenth Amendment (1870)

Section 1
The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the 
United States or by any State on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude.

Right to Vote. The last of the Civil War amendments, the Fifteenth, says that no 
state may take away a person’s voting rights on the basis of race, color, or previous 
enslavement. The amendment clearly aimed to guarantee suffrage, “the right to vote,” 
to African Americans. Still, many states found ways to keep African Americans away 
from the polls.

The Fifteenth Amendment protected only men in practice. The various states had 
the power to decide whether women could vote. Women, regardless of their race, 
could not vote in most federal or state elections.

The Nineteenth Amendment (1920)

Section 1
The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the 
United States or by any State on account of sex.

Women’s Right to Vote. Although the Constitution did not guarantee women the right 
to vote, it did not directly deny them suffrage. As a result, states made their own laws 
on the matter, using the powers reserved to them under the Tenth Amendment. The 
territory of Wyoming permitted women to vote in 1869, and several other territories 
and states did so as well in the years that followed.

However, national support for woman suffrage was slow in coming. Leaders like Susan 
B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton had insisted as early as 1848 that women 
belonged at the polls. It was not until 1920, however, that the Nineteenth Amendment 
protected the right of women to vote in all national and state elections.
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The Twenty-third Amendment (1961)

Section 1

The District constituting the seat of Government of the United States shall appoint in 
such manner as the Congress may direct: 

A number of electors of President and Vice President equal to the whole number of Senators 
and Representatives in Congress to which the District would be entitled if it were a State, but 
in no event more than the least populous State; they shall be in addition to those appointed 
by the States, but they shall be considered, for the purposes of the election of President and 
Vice President, to be electors appointed by a State; and they shall meet in the District and 
perform such duties as provided by the twelfth article of amendment.

Presidential Elections for the District of Columbia (Washington, DC). African Americans 
and women were not the only citizens who were denied voting rights for many years. 
Residents of our nation’s capital, Washington, DC, also fell into this group.

“DC,” as you may know, stands for the District of Columbia, an area located between 
the states of Maryland and Virginia. Because the District is not a state, the people 
who lived there were not initially allowed to vote in national elections. The Twenty-
third Amendment changed that in 1961. The amendment says that residents of the 
District of Columbia may vote for the president and vice president, just as other 
Americans do.

Susan B. Anthony (1820–1906) 

Susan B. Anthony was a prominent women’s 
rights activist in 19th-century America who 
initiated the women’s suffrage movement. She 
was also active in the anti-slavery movement 
before the Civil War. Raised in a Quaker family, 
she spent much of her life working on social 
causes.  Quakers are a Christian group whose 
members avoid violence and hold simple 
religious services. Her activities were wide-
ranging, from the elimination of slavery and 
the securing of voting rights to women to the 
temperance movement, which focused on 
reducing the sale and use of alcohol.

Courtesy of the Library of Congress/www.loc.govCourtesy of the Library of Congress/www.loc.gov
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The Twenty-fourth Amendment (1964)

Section 1
The right of citizens of the United States to vote in any primary or other election for 
President or Vice President, for electors for President or Vice President, or for Senator 
or Representative in Congress, shall not be denied or abridged by the United States 
or any State by reason of failure to pay any poll tax or other tax.

Right to Vote in Federal Elections (Poll Taxes Banned). Although the Fifteenth 
Amendment gave African Americans the right to vote, many had trouble exercising 
this right. One reason was that several Southern states had poll taxes. In other words, 
poll taxes required voters to pay a sum of money before casting a ballot. Because many 
African Americans could not afford the tax, they could not vote. Poor white families 
were also unable to vote if they could not pay the poll taxes.

In 1964, the Twenty-fourth Amendment made poll taxes illegal in national elections. 
Two years later, the Supreme Court ruled that poll taxes were illegal in state elections 
as well.

Key Events and People in the Struggle for Civil Rights

Despite the advances made after the Civil War, African 
Americans routinely faced discrimination, or unfair 
treatment based on prejudice against a certain group. 
Southern states, for example, passed so-called “Jim 
Crow” laws requiring African Americans and whites 
to be separated in most public places, such as schools. 
Later, African Americans had to ride in the back of buses 
and sit in separate sections of restaurants and theaters. 
They even had to use separate public restrooms. The 
social separation of the races was known as segregation. 
African Americans in the North fared better. They could 
vote freely, and segregation was less noticeable. Even so, 
prejudice restricted opportunities for many. It would 
take more than 100 years for African Americans to 
secure their civil rights—the rights of full citizenship 
and equality under the law.

From the earliest days of American history, many people objected to the treatment of 
African Americans as “second-class citizens.” In 1909, a group of African Americans and 
white Americans founded the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP). The association worked mainly through the courts to challenge laws 
and customs that denied African Americans their constitutional rights. In 1910, other 
concerned citizens formed the National Urban League. The Urban League aided the 
growing numbers of African Americans in cities, helping them fi nd jobs and improve 
their opportunities to get ahead.

Through reading and 
understanding the Constitution 
and the Bill of Rights, you will 
not have to depend on others to 
interpret your rights as an American 
citizen. When you share your 
understanding with classmates, 
friends, and family, you help 
strengthen your community while 
exercising your leadership skills.

keys to LEADERSHIP
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Gradually, these organizations and other groups and individuals built a civil rights 
movement supported by millions. An important gain came in 1948, when President 
Harry Truman ordered an end to segregation in our nation’s military. A bigger victory 
was the Supreme Court’s decision in Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas (1954). 
In the landmark case, NAACP lawyers successfully argued that racial segregation in the 
public schools was unconstitutional. Segregation violated the Fourteenth Amendment’s 
principle of equal protection under the law.

In the 1950s, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. became one of the main leaders of the 
civil rights movement. A Baptist minister and stirring speaker, Dr. King believed in 
nonviolent resistance—the peaceful protest of unfair laws. He helped organize marches, 
boycotts, and demonstrations that opened many people’s eyes to the need for change. 
African American students began staging “sit-ins” at lunch counters that served only 
whites. White and African American “Freedom Riders” traveled together on buses to 
protest segregation. In his 1963 “I Have a Dream” speech, King inspired thousands 
with his hopes for racial equality and harmony. As the civil rights movement gained 
strength, however, some opposed it with violence. In response to the growing demand 
for government action, Congress passed the Civil Rights Act of 1964. This far-reaching 
law prohibited discrimination in public facilities, employment, education, and voter 
registration. It also banned discrimination not only by race and color, but also by 
gender, religion, and national origin.

Martin Luther King, Jr.

On August 23, 1963, more than 200,000 people 
marched in Washington, DC for their rights. On 
that day, they heard Reverend Martin Luther 
King, Jr. utter the words:

“I have a dream that one day this nation 
will rise up and live out the true meaning 
of its creed: ‘We hold these truths to be 
self-evident; that all men are created equal.’ 
I have a dream that my four little children 
will one day live in a nation where they will 
not be judged by the color of their skin, 
but by the content of their character.”

Courtesy of the Library of Congress/www.loc.govCourtesy of the Library of Congress/www.loc.gov
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The civil rights laws of the 1960s certainly opened more doors for minorities. 
African Americans, Hispanic Americans, and other minorities have made 
signifi cant gains in educational achievement. They increasingly hold professional 
and managerial jobs and serve in government, yet white Americans still tend to 
have more opportunities. In the 1970s, the federal government began affi rmative 
action programs to try to make up for past discrimination. Affi rmative action  
programs encouraged the hiring and promoting of minorities and women in fi elds that 
were traditionally closed to them. Colleges, too, practiced affi rmative action to help 
minorities gain admission.

As planned, affi rmative action was supposed to be a short-term policy to make up 
for past discrimination. From the start, affi rmative action was controversial. Critics 
complained that giving preferential treatment to women and minorities amounted 
to discrimination against men and whites. Recent court decisions and state laws 
have curtailed many affi rmative action programs.

Brown v. Board of Education of 
Topeka, Kansas, 1954
• Supreme Court rules segregated schools 

unconstitutional.

Civil Rights Act of 1957
• Congress sets up commission on civil 

rights and creates a division of civil rights 
in the Justice Department.

Equal Pay Act of 1963
• Bans wage discrimination based on race, 

gender, religion, or national origin.

Civil Rights Act of 1964
• Strengthens Fourteenth Amendment 

protections; bans discrimination 
in employment, voting, and public 
accommodations.

Voting Rights Act of 1965
• Empowers federal government 

to intervene in voter registration 
discrimination.

Open House Act of 1968
• Prevents people selling or renting homes 

from using certain forms of discrimination.

Equal Employment Opportunity Act 
of 1972
• Provides that businesses receiving federal 

funds must have affi rmative action 
programs to increase number of female 
and minority employees.

Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990
• Bans discrimination in employment, 

transportation, public accommodations, 
and telecommunications against persons 
with physical or mental disabilities. 

Landmark Acts of the Civil Rights Movement
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The Twenty-sixth Amendment (1971)

Section 1

The right of citizens of the United States, who are eighteen years of age or older, to vote 
shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of age. 

Voting Age. Throughout our nation’s history, Americans still in their teens have 
bravely fought for our country. By law, however, they were not old enough to vote 
for the leaders who sent them into battle. Although the Constitution did not specify 
a minimum age for voters, most states set the minimum at 21.

That standard fi nally changed in 1971, a year when many young Americans were 
fi ghting in the Vietnam War. The Twenty-sixth Amendment guaranteed the right 

Voting in the United States

FIGURE 5.7

Throughout the history of our nation, a number of constitutional 
amendments related to the voting process have been passed. 
These amendments have broadened the defi nition of who has the 
right to vote. This timeline shows some of the major legislation 
related to voting rights.

1875185018251800
✪«

1804 12th Amendment 
allows citizens to vote 
for the President and 
Vice President separately

✪«

1870 15th Amendment 
establishes voting rights 

for African American men

✪«

1878 First proposed 
amendment giving 
suffrage to women 

fails to pass
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to vote to citizens 18 and older for all national and state elections. As a result, millions 
more Americans could now exercise their right to vote.

Figure 5.7 shows how voting rights have been addressed to ensure all eligible voters 
are guaranteed the right to vote.

The voting rights amendments show the Constitution can be changed in response to 
new attitudes and conditions in society. The Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth 
Amendments came about as a result of the Civil War. However, all the other changes in 
the Constitution were made through mostly peaceful efforts of citizens. The framers of 
our Constitution could not have possibly seen the future of our government. However, 
their hard work laid the foundation for a truly remarkable document; in over 225 years, 
we have only had to add 27 amendments.

Voting in the United States, continued

1975195019251900
✪«

1913 17th Amendment 
establishes the direct 
election of senators

✪«

1975 Extension of 
Voting Rights Act 

protects citizens with 
limited English ability

✪«

1965 Voting Rights Act 
prohibits discrimination 

in voting practices or 
procedures because of 

race and color

✪«

1971 26th Amendment 
lowers the voting age 

to 18

✪«

1964 24th Amendment 
abolishes poll taxes

✪«

1961 23rd Amendment 
includes the voters 

of the District of 
Columbia in the 

presidential electorate

✪«

1920 19th Amendment 
establishes voting rights 

for women
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Using complete sentences, answer the following questions on a sheet of paper.

 1. The First Amendment protects fi ve basic freedoms of all Americans. 
List these freedoms.

 2. Why did the Supreme Court strike down teacher-led prayer in public schools?

 3. What does the freedom of press ensure?

 4. What has the Supreme Court listed as public interests when justifying 
limitations on the First Amendment?

 5. What does the Fourth Amendment protect Americans from?

 6. What is a search warrant?

 7. What is “a grand jury indictment”?

 8. What is self-incrimination?

 9. What did the Thirteenth Amendment offi cially outlaw in the United States?

 10. How does the Fourteenth Amendment defi ne a citizen of the United States?

 11. The Nineteenth Amendment protects the rights of women to do what?

 12. What are poll taxes?

 13. Which amendment made poll taxes illegal?

 14. What is affi rmative action?

 15. What does the Twenty-sixth Amendment guarantee?

APPLYING YOUR LEARNING
 16. The amendments to the Constitution were passed to provide protections 

and guarantees to all Americans. Select one issue related to the amendments 
in this lesson and write a paragraph describing your views on the issue.

Lesson 4 Review
✔✔✔✔✔✔CHECKPOINTSCHECKPOINTSCHECKPOINTSCHECKPOINTS




